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Honoring

Workers’ Rights Attorney and Impact Fund Supporter
DeniSe abraMS

For over 25 years Denise Abrams has been advocating 
on behalf of working people for the right to a safe  
and healthful workplace. 

 Ms. Abrams began her career as an academic, with a 
PhD in Sociology. She taught Sociology and Women’s 
Studies at Antioch College and the University of  
Maryland. While attending law school at Boalt Hall  
she taught courses in Berkeley’s Peace and Conflict 
Studies department, but transferred to a full-time 
legal practice after graduating.

In 1986 she joined Oakland firm Kazan McClain Edises and Simon, where 
she has successfully litigated hundreds of mesothelioma (a fatal cancer 
caused by asbestos) cases against some of the country’s leading manufac-
turers and suppliers of asbestos and talc-containing products. She became 
a named partner at the firm in 1992.  

In 1994, the partners founded the Kazan McClain Abrams Fernandez  
Lyons Greenwood and Oberman Foundation, which provides grants to 
organizations promoting workplace health and safety and public health, 
access to the legal system, and services to underrepresented groups.  
She currently serves as the Foundation’s Director. The Foundation has 
awarded approximately 20 million dollars to many organizations,  
including several Bay Area legal non-profits like the Impact Fund.

In 2010 Ms. Abrams became Of Counsel to the Firm to devote her time  
to enlarging its pro bono practice, and to mentoring young attorneys.  
As co-counsel with Equal Rights Advocates, she successfully resolved a 
class action sexual harassment lawsuit against an Indian gaming casino, 
won parole for a battered woman serving life in prison for killing her 
abusive husband, and successfully litigated against a national manufac-
turer of medical alert devices on behalf of the family of an elderly woman 
strangled to death from the defective design of the device lanyard. 

She serves on the boards of Worksafe, the East Bay Community Law  
Center, the Center for Gender and Refugee Studies, and on the Parent 
Council of Macalester College. She is a member of Trial Lawyers for  
Public Justice, the American Association of Justice, Consumer Attorneys  
of California, and the National Lawyer’s Guild.



Honoring

Impact Fund Grant Recipient
aCCeSS liVing oF Metropolitan CHiCago

Established in 1980, Access Living is a change agent committed to fostering an 
inclusive society that enables Chicagoans with disabilities to live fully-engaged 
and self-directed lives. 

A leading force in the disability advocacy community, the organization  
challenges stereotypes, protects civil rights, and champions social reform. 

Utilizing a peer-based, self-help philosophy, the Independent Living Department 
empowers people with disabilities to overcome societal barriers by imparting 
crucial independent living skills, teaching economic self-sufficiency, and  
enabling people with disabilities to transition to autonomous community living. 

The Advocacy Department works in collaboration with their Independent Living 
and Civil Rights Departments to create systemic, long-term solutions for people 
with all kinds of disabilities who want to live independent, self-directed lives. 

The Civil Rights Department pursues individual and class action legal work to 
protect disability rights in the areas of community integration and fair housing, 
to ensure that people maintain the right to live in their communities of choice. 

Access Living is at the forefront of the disability rights movement, removing 
barriers so people with disabilities can live the future they envision. The  
programs they offer are changing not only how society views this community, 
but how people with disabilities view themselves. 

The work of Access Living creates a foundation on which people with  
disabilities forge bonds with one another, and embrace a social responsibility 
to give back to their communities. For more than 30 years, Access Living’s  
accomplishments have helped change the world.

The Impact Fund honors them today for their successful resolution of Colbert 
v. Blagojevich, ensuring that people with disabilities may continue to live in 
their own communities.



Honoring

Award-Winning Performing Arts Pioneer
rita Moreno

At just 80 years young, Rita Moreno remains one of 
the busiest stars in show business, currently juggling 
performances of her one-woman stage show, Life 
Without Make-up, and television appearances as 
Fran Drescher’s mother in TVLand’s Happily Divorced. 
Ms. Moreno is preparing to record a new vocal album, 
and is presently penning her autobiography.

Born Rosa Dolores Alverio in Humacao, Puerto Rico,  
at age 5, she moved with her mother to New York 

where she soon began dance lessons. She made her Broadway debut  
at just 13 in Skydrift, where she was spotted by a Hollywood talent scout 
and soon signed to a film contract.

Her Hollywood career advanced steadily. She appeared in such films  
as Gene Kelly’s Singin’ in the Rain, and The King and I with Yul Brynner 
and Deborah Kerr. Although early roles sometimes found her typecast  
as a Mexican spitfire or Indian maiden, she also broke the Latina mold  
playing an Irish teacher, an Italian widow, a female evangelist, a proper 
Englishwoman, and a Southern belle. 

 Creative diversity has been the hallmark of Ms. Moreno’s nearly 70-year 
career. She is one of only eight living artists who have received an Oscar,  
an Emmy, a Tony and a Grammy. She won an Oscar and Golden Globe  



for West Side Story in 1962; a Tony for her 1975 Broadway role in The Ritz; 
a Grammy in 1972 for her vocal performance on The Electric Company 
Album; and two Emmys in 1977 and 1978 for appearances on The Muppet 
Show and The Rockford Files. Over the decades, Ms. Moreno has collected 
dozens of other awards, including a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

In 1993, Ms. Moreno was invited to perform at President Clinton’s  
inauguration, and later sang at the White House. At another White House  
ceremony in 2004, Ms. Moreno was awarded the Presidential Medal of  
Freedom by President George W. Bush, the highest honor bestowed upon  
a civilian and only second to the Congressional Medal of Honor as the  
nation’s highest award. It is conferred on individuals for a lifetime of  
meritorious service. In 2007, Ms. Moreno was inducted into the California  
Hall of Fame by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, and in 2010, was  
awarded the National Medal of Arts by President Barack Obama, the  
Here I Stand Award for activism in the arts, and the HOLA Lifetime  
Achievement Award. 

Ms. Moreno makes time to lecture at various organizations and universities  
on such topics as The Value of Diversity to our Culture, The Power of Language, 
Getting Older without Getting Old and A History of the Arts in Film TV & 
Theatre. She has also served on the National Endowment for the Arts, 
as a Commissioner for the President’s White House Fellowships, and as  
a member of the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities.    



MaSter oF CereMonieS

eriC HaVian

Eric R. Havian is a partner in the San Francisco office 
of Phillips & Cohen LLP.  He has extensive experience 
representing whistleblowers in qui tam lawsuits.   
He has also represented numerous local governments 
in False Claims Act matters, including the County of 
Los Angeles and the City of San Francisco.  He recently 
joined the Impact Fund Board of Directors.

Mr. Havian was lead counsel for the relator in a 2009 
action that resulted in the largest settlement ever  
paid by a defense contractor in a whistleblower  

case, $325 million, against Northrop Grumman for selling defective  
components for government satellites.  In 2007 he represented a whistle-
blower, several schools, and other public agencies in a trial that resulted  
in a $225 million verdict against an electric utility for overcharging its  
government customers. He was also lead counsel for a whistleblower  
and dozens of public agencies in a 13-year litigation that resulted in the 
2009 payment of $90 million by companies selling high-lead waterworks 
parts to California municipalities, as well as several groundbreaking  
appellate decisions favoring whistleblowers.   

Mr. Havian is a frequent speaker on the False Claims Act and qui tam 
lawsuits, and has published articles about whistleblowing and  
government contract fraud, as well as how the False Claims Act applies  
to fraud in the environmental field. He was also actively involved in the 
legislation to enact a whistleblower law for securities law violations.   
Mr. Havian graduated cum laude in 1981 from Harvard Law School.   
He was an Assistant United States Attorney in the Criminal Division of  
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in San Francisco from 1987 through 1994 and  
was the lead prosecutor for defense procurement fraud cases. Mr. Havian 
has taught fraud seminars at Stanford Law School and the University  
of California School of Law (Boalt Hall). He is a former co-chair of the 
American Bar Association Health Law Litigation Committee.

In 2010 California Lawyer Magazine named Mr. Havian a “California Lawyer 
of the Year.”  In 2008 the National Law Journal named him as one of the Top 
10 “Winning” Attorneys in the nation. He has been selected as one of the 
top 500 lawyers in America by Lawdragon and one of the top lawyers in 
Northern California by Superlawyers from 2005 through 2012.  

 



iMpaCt FUnD StaFF

Jocelyn D. larkin, Executive Director

brad Seligman, Senior Counsel

Della barnett, Staff Attorney

Michael Caesar, Stanford Public Interest Litigation Fellow

lara ortiz-luis, Legal Assistant

leila Mirzai, Development Associate

patti Cary, Administrative Manager

tyra Singleton, Administrative Assistant

Susan Hauser, Accountant

boarD oF aDViSorS

Silvia argueta

Cathy r. Dreyfuss

richard Drury 

abby ginzberg

barbara enloe Hadsell

eric Havian

Jocelyn D. larkin

bill lann lee 

erica teasley linnick 

Mari Mayeda

arlene Mayerson 

alan ramo

thomas Saenz

Dara Schur

brad Seligman

Marc Van Der Hout



The Impact Fund is the nation’s only foundation providing 

broad support for complex public interest litigation.   

Our mission is to support impact litigation in the areas  

of civil rights, environmental justice and poverty law.   

We award needs-based grants to non-profit legal firms, 

private attorneys and small law firms which seek to advance 

social justice in accord with our mission through large  

and complex litigation, such as class actions. Our Equal 

Justice Litigation Program provides direct litigation support 

as co-counsel and amicus counsel in public interest, class 

action cases. Our legal team provides advice and counseling 

on procedural, trial, settlement, attorneys’ fees and related 

issues that arise in large scale, public interest litigation. 

We also conduct training programs and conferences.

125 UNIVERSITY AVE., SUITE 102   
BERKELEY, CA 94710-1616

TEL: 510.845.3473   FAx: 510.845.3654  
WWW. IMPACTFUND.ORG


